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FALKLAND ISLANDS
_____________

Construction and Use (Seat Belts) Regulations Order 1996

[DATE OF COMMENCEMENT: 31ST MARCH 1996]

IN EXERCISE of my powers under sections 7 and 18(1) of the Road Traffic Ordinance 1948 and all other powers enabling me I make the following Order ⎯
[Order63.1.20s1]1	Citation and commencement
This Order may be cited as the Construction and Uses (Seat Belts) Regulations 1996 and comes into force on 31st March 1996 and is hereinafter referred to as "these Regulations".
[Order63.1.20s2]2	Interpretation
(1) In these Regulations-
"The Approval Marks Regulations" means the Motor Vehicles (Designation of Approval Marks) Regulations 1979 of the United Kingdom and any instrument amending, modifying or replacing the same and for the time being in force in the United Kingdom;
"body-restraining belt" means a seat belt designed to provide restraint for both the upper and lower parts of the trunk of the wearer in the event of an accident;
"Community Directive" (followed by a number) means the Directive adopted by the Council or the Commission of the European Communities of which identifying particulars are given in column 3 of Table I in the Schedule in which that number appears in column 2; where such a Directive amends a previous Directive mentioned in column 3(d) of the Table the reference to the amending Directive includes a reference to the previous Directive as so amended;
"British Standard mark" means a mark consisting of-
	(a)	the specification number of one of the following British Standards for Seat Belt Assemblies for Motor Vehicles namely-
		(i)	if it is a seat belt for an adult, BS 3254:1960 and BS 3254:Part 1:1988; or
		(ii)	if it is a child restraint, BS 3254:1960, or BS 3254:1960 as amended by Amendment No. 16 published on 31st July 1986 under the number AMD 5210, BS 3254:Part 2:1988, BS AU 186 or 186a, BS AU 202 or BS AU 202a; and in either case,
	(b)	the registered certification trade mark of the British Standards Institution;
"child restraint" means a seat belt for the use of a young person which is designed either to be fitted directly to a suitable anchorage or to be used in conjunction with a seat belt for an adult and held in place by the restraining action of that belt, but for the purposes of regulation 4(2)(c)(ii)(B) and regulation 4(2)(c)(iii) it means only such seat belts fitted directly to a suitable anchorage and excludes belts marked with specification numbers BS AU 185 and BS AU 186 or 186a;
"crew seat" means a seat fitted to a vehicle and intended for use by crew (other than the driver), including any arm rests with which the vehicle is fitted in relation to the seat;
"designed approval mark" means-
	(a)	if it is a seat belt other than a child restraint, the marking designated as an approval mark by regulation 4 of the Approval Marks Regulations and shown at items 16 and 16A of Schedule 2 to those Regulations or the marking designated as an approval mark by regulation 5 of those Regulations and shown at item 23, 23A and 23B in Schedule 4 to those Regulations; and
	(b)	if it is a child restraint, any of the markings designated as approval marks by regulation 4 of those Regulations and shown at items 44, 44A and 44B in Schedule 2 to those Regulations;
"disabled person's belt" means a seat belt which has been specially designed or adapted for use by an adult or young person suffering from some physical defect or disability and which is intended solely for use by such a person;
"dual-purpose vehicle" means an vehicle constructed or adapted for the carriage both of passengers and of goods or burden of any description, being a vehicle of which the unladen weight does not exceed 2.040 tonnes, and which either-
	(a)	is so constructed or adapted that the driving power of the engine is, or by the appropriate use of the controls of the vehicle can be, transmitted to all the wheels of the vehicle; or
	(b)	satisfies the following conditions as to its construction, namely-
		(i)	the vehicle must be permanently fitted with a rigid roof, with or without a sliding panel;
		(ii)	the area of the vehicle to the rear of the driver's seat must-
			(A)	be permanently fitted with at least one row of transverse seats (fixed or folding) for two or more passengers and those seats must be properly sprung or cushioned and provided with upholstered back-rests, attached either to the seats or to a side or the floor of the vehicle; and
			(B)	be lit on each side and at the rear by a window of glass or other transparent material having an area or an aggregate area of not less than 1850 centimetres on each side and not less than 770 square centimetres at the rear; and
		(iii)	the distance between the rear most part of the steering wheel and the back-rests of the row of transverse seats satisfying the requirements specified in head (A) of sub-paragraph (ii) (or, if there is more than one such row of seats, the distance between the steering wheel and the back-rests of the rear most such row) must, when the seats are ready for use, be not less than one third of the distance between the rearmost part of the steering wheel and the rearmost part of the floor of the vehicle;
"exposed forward-facing seat" means-
	(a)	a forward-facing front seat (including any crew seat) and the driver's seat; and
	(b)	any other forward-facing seat which is not immediately behind and on the same horizontal plane as a forward-facing high-backed seat;
"ECE Regulation" followed by a number means the Regulation, annexed to the Agreement concerning the adoption of uniform conditions of approval for Motor Vehicles Equipment and Parts and reciprocal recognition thereof concluded at Geneva on 20th March 1958 as amended, to which the United Kingdom is a party, of which identifying particulars are given in Table II in the Schedule in which that number appears in column (2); and where that number contains more than two digits, it refers to that Regulation with the amendments in force at the date specified in column (3)(d) in that item;
"forward-facing seat" means a seat which is attached to a vehicle so that it faces towards the front of the vehicle in such a manner that a line passing through the centre of both the front and the back of the seat is at an angle of thirty degrees or less to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle;
"forward-facing front seat" means-
	(a)	any forward-facing seat alongside the driver's seat;
	(b)	if the vehicle normally has no seat which is a forward-facing front seat under sub-paragraph (a) of this definition, each forward-facing seat for a passenger which is foremost in the vehicle;
"forward-facing high-backed seat" means a forward-facing seat which is also a high-backed seat;
"high-backed seat" means a seat the highest part of which is a t least 1 metre above the deck of the vehicle;
"inertia reel belt" means a three-point belt of either of the types required for a front outboard seating position by paragraph 3.1.1 of Annex 1 to European Community Directive 77/541;
"lap belt" means a seat belt which passes across the front of the wearer's pelvic region and which is designed for use by an adult;
"minibus" a motor vehicle which is constructed or adapted to carry more than 8 but not more than 16 passengers in addition to the driver;
"motor ambulance" means a motor vehicle which is specially designed and constructed (and not merely adapted) for carrying, as equipment permanently fixed to the vehicle, equipment used for medical, dental or other health purposes and is used primarily for the carriage of persons suffering from illness, injury or disability;
"motor car" a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being a motor tractor, a motor cycle or a mobility scooter, which is constructed itself to carry a load or passengers and the weight of which unladen-
	(a)	if it is constructed solely for the carriage of passengers and their effects and is adapted to carry not more than seven passengers does not exceed 3.050 tonnes;
	(b)	if it is constructed for the conveyance of goods or burden of any description, does not exceed 3.050 tonnes;
	(c)	does not exceed 2.450 tonnes in a case falling within neither of (a) and (b);
[Sch. Ord. 18/2022/w.e.f. 09/11/2022]
"motor caravan" means a motor vehicle which is constructed or adapted for the carriage of passengers and their effects and which contains as permanently installed equipment, the facilities which are reasonably necessary for enabling the vehicle to provide mobile living accommodation for its users;
"seat" includes any part designed for the accommodation of one adult of a continuous seat designed for the accommodation of more than one adult;
"seat belt" means a belt intended to be worn by a person in a vehicle and designed to prevent or lessen injury to its wearer in the event of an accident to the vehicle and includes, in the case of a child restraint, any special chair to which the belt is attached;
"specified passenger's seat" means-
	(a)	in the case of a vehicle which has one forward-facing front seat alongside the driver's seat, that seat, and in the case of a vehicle which has more than one such seat, the one furthest from the driver's seat; or
	(b)	if the vehicle normally has no seat which is the specified passenger's seat under sub-paragraph (a) of this definition the forward-facing front seat for a passenger which is the foremost in the vehicle and furthest from the driver's seat, unless there is a fixed partition separating that seat from the space in from of it alongside the driver's seat; and
"three-point belt" means a seat belt which-
	(a)	restrains the upper and lower parts of the torso;
	(b)	includes a lap belt;
	(c)	is anchored at not less than three points; and
	(d)	is designed for use by an adult.
(2) For the purposes of these Regulations a seat is a "non-protected seat" if it is not a front seat and the screen zones within the protected area have a combined surface area of less than 800 centimetres.
(3) For the purpose of these Regulations "screen zone" and "protected area", in relation to a seat, shall be construed in accordance with paragraph 4.3.3 of Annex 1 to Community Directive 81/575.
[Order63.1.20s3]3	Seat belt anchorage points
(1) Save as provided by paragraph (3), this regulation 4 applies to every wheeled motor-car imported into the Falkland Islands on or after 31st March 1996.
(2) Where, immediately before 31st March 1996, a wheeled motor vehicle in the Falkland Islands to which the subsequent paragraphs of this regulation would have applied had the vehicle been imported into the Falkland Islands on or after that date is equipped with seat belt anchorage points, then those seat belt anchorage points shall not be removed from the vehicle or altered save to replace them with seat belt anchorage points complying with the subsequent paragraphs of this regulation or to alter then so as to comply with the subsequent paragraphs of this regulation, and the subsequent paragraphs of this regulation apply to that extent to a vehicle to which this paragraph applies.
(3) This regulation does not apply to-
	(a)	any motor vehicle belonging to Her Majesty in right of Her government of the United Kingdom and used for the purposes of Her Majesty's armed forces;
	(b)	a goods vehicle (other than a dual-purpose vehicle) which was first used anywhere -
		(i)	before 1st April 1967;
		(ii)	on or after 1st April 1980 and before 1st October 1988 and has a maximum gross weight exceeding 3.5 tonnes; or
		(iii)	before 1st April 1980 or, if the vehicle is a mode manufactured before 1st October 1979, was first used before 1st April 1982 and, in either case has an unladen weight exceeding 1.525 tonnes;
	(c)	a bus, being-
		(i)	a minibus-
			(A)	if first used anywhere before 1st October 1988, constructed or adapted to carry more than twelve passengers;
			(B)	if first used anywhere on or after 1st October 1988, having a maximum gross weight exceeding 3.5 tonnes; or
		(ii)	a large bus (other than a coach first used anywhere on or after 1st October 1988);
	(c)	an agricultural motor vehicle;
	(d)	a motor tractor;
	(e)	a works truck;
	(f)	an electrically propelled goods vehicle first used before 1st October 1988;
	(g)	a pedestrian-controlled vehicle;
	(h)	a vehicle which has been used on roads outside the Falkland Islands and has been imported into the Falkland Islands, whilst it is being driven from the place where it has arrived in the Falkland Islands to a place of residence of the owner or driver of the vehicle, or from any such place to a place where, by previous arrangement, it will be provided with such anchorage points as are required by this regulation an such seat belts as are required by regulation 4;
	(i)	a vehicle having a maximum speed not exceeding 25 kilometres per hour;
	(j)	a motor cycle equipped with a driver's seat of a type requiring the driver to sit astride it; or
	(k)	a locomotive.
(4) A vehicle which was first used anywhere before 1st April 1982 shall be equipped with anchorage points which are designed to hold securely in position on the he vehicle seat belts for the driver's seat and specified passenger's seat (if any).
(5) Save as provided in paragraph (7) or (8) a vehicle which was or is first used anywhere on or after 1st April 1982 shall be equipped with anchorage points which-
	(a)	are designed to hold securely in position on the vehicle seat belts for-
		(i)	in the case of a minibus, motor ambulance or motor caravan-
			(A)	if first used anywhere before 1st October 1988, the driver's seat and the specified passenger's seat (if any); or
			(B)	if first used anywhere on or after 1st October 1988, the driver's seat and any forward-facing front seat; and
		(ii)	in the case of any other passenger or dual-purpose vehicle, every forward-facing seat constructed or adapted to accommodate one adult;
		(iii)	in every other case, every forward-facing front seat and every non-protected seat; and
	(b)	comply with the technical and installation requirements of-
		(i)	European Community Directive 76/115, 81/575, 82/318 or 90/629 or ECE Regulation 14, 14.01 or 14.02 whether or not those instruments apply to the vehicle, so however, that the requirements in those instruments which relate to testing shall not apply; or
		(ii)	if the anchorage points were provided outside the Falkland Islands and outside the European Union, any instrument of an approved country which corresponds to any instrument mentioned in (i) above;
(6) The requirements specified in paragraph (5) shall not apply to-
	(a)	a goods vehicle first used anywhere on or after 1st October 1988 and having a maximum gross weight exceeding 3.5 tonnes, but any such vehicle shall be equipped with two seat belt anchorages designed to hold securely in position on the vehicle lap belts for the driver's seat and each forward-facing front seat; or
	(b)	a coach equipped with anchorage points which are designed to hold securely in position on the vehicle seat belts for all exposed forward-facing seats and which-
		(i)	comply with the requirements in paragraph (5)(b); or
		(ii)	in any case where the anchorage points form part of a seat, do not when a forward horizontal force is applied to them become detached from the seat of which they form part before that seat becomes detached from the vehicle.
(7) Instead of complying with the requirements in paragraph (5), a vehicle may comply with-
	(a)	Community Directive 76/115 or 81/575 or 82/318 or 90/629;
	(b)	ECE Regulation 14 or 14.01 or 14.02.
(8) Save as provided in paragraph (9), a vehicle of a type mentioned in paragraphs (5), (6) and (7) which is fitted with anchorage points other than those required by those paragraphs shall comply with the requirements in paragraph (5)(b), or in the case of a coach the requirements in paragraph (6)(b)(ii), in respect of additional anchorage points as well as in respect of the anchorage points required by paragraph (5), (6) and (7) to be provided.
(9) The requirements in paragraph (8) shall not apply in respect of any additional anchorage points first fitted before 1st April 1986 in the case of a vehicle of a type mentioned in paragraph (5)(a)(i)(A), or before 1st October 1988 in the case of a vehicle of any other type.
[Order63.1.20s4]4	Seat belts
(1) This regulation applies to every vehicle imported into Falkland Islands on or after 31st March 1996.
(2) Where, immediately before 31st March 1996, a wheeled motor vehicle to which the subsequent paragraphs of this regulation would have applied if the motor vehicle had been imported into the Falkland Islands on or after that date, is equipped with one or more seat-belts which comply with the subsequent paragraphs of this regulation, then that seat-belt or those seat-belts, as the case may be, shall not be removed from the vehicle if the effect of that removal would be to reduce the compliance of that motor-vehicle with the subsequent paragraphs of this regulation, but this paragraph shall not have effect so as to prevent the removal of any seat-belt which complies with the subsequent paragraphs of this regulation. To the extent provided by this paragraph, the subsequent paragraphs apply to a vehicle to which this paragraph applies.
(3) Save as provided in paragraph (5) a vehicle to which-
	(a)	this regulation applies which was first used anywhere before 1st April 1981 shall be provided with-
		(i)	a body-restraining belt, designed for use by an adult, for the driver's seat;
		(ii)	a body-restraining belt for the specified passenger's seat (if any);
	(b)	this regulation applies which is first used on or after 1st April 1981 shall be provided with three-point belts for the driver's seat and for the specified passenger's seat (if any);
	(c)	regulation 3(5)(a)(ii) and (iii) applies which was first used anywhere on or after 1st April 1987 shall be fitted with seat belts additional to those required by sub-paragraph (b) as follows-
		(i)	for any forward-facing front seat alongside the driver's seat, not being a specified passenger's seat, a seat belt which is a three point belt, or a lap belt installed in accordance with paragraph 3.1.2.1 of Annex 1 to Community Directive 77/541 or a disabled person's belt;
		(ii)	in the case of a passenger or dual-purpose vehicle having not more than two forward-facing seats behind the driver's seat with either-
			(A)	an inertia reel belt for one of those seats being an outboard seat and a three-point belt, a lap belt, a disabled person's belt or a child restraint for at least one other of those seats;
			(B)	a three-point belt for one of those seats and either a child restraint or a disabled person's belt for at least one other of those seats;
	(c)	a three-point belt, a lap belt, a disabled person's belt or a child restraint for each of those seats;
	(d)	regulation 3(5)(a)(i)(B) applies shall be fitted with seat belts as follows-
		(i)	for the driver's seat and the specified passenger's seat (if any) a three-point belt; and
		(ii)	for any forward-facing seat, a three point belt or a lap belt installed in accordance with the provisions of sub-paragraph (c)(i);
	(e)	regulation 3(5)(b) applies shall be equipped with seat belts which shall be three-point belts, lap belts or disabled person's belts.
Where a lap belt is fitted to a forward-facing front seat of a minibus, a motor ambulance or a motor caravan, or to an exposed forward-facing seat of a coach (other than the driver's seat) either-
	(i)	there shall be provided padding to a depth of not less than fifty millimetres on that part of the surface or edge of any bar, or to the top of any screen or partition, which would be likely to be struck by the head of a passenger wearing a lap belt in the event of an accident; or
	(ii)	the technical and installation requirements of Annex 4 to ECE Regulation 21 shall be met, in respect of any such bar, screen or partition;
but nothing in sub-paragraph (i) above shall require padding to be provided on any surface more than one metre from the centre of the line of the intersection of the seat cushion and the back rest or more than 150 millimetres on either side of the longitudinal vertical plane which passes through the centre of that line, nor shall it require padding to be provided on any instrument panel of a minibus.
(4) Every seat belt for an adult, other than a disabled person's belt provided for a vehicle in accordance with paragraph (2)(b), (c), (d) or (e) shall, except as provided in paragraph (6)/(8), comply with the installation requirements specified in paragraph 3.2.2 to 3.3.4 of Annex 1 to Community Directive 77/541 or 82/319 or 90/628 whether or not those Directive apply to the vehicle.
(5) The requirements specified in paragraph (3) do not apply-
	(a)	in relation to any seat for which there is provided-
		(i)	a seat belt which bears a mark including the specification number of the British Standard for Passive Belt Systems, namely BS AU 183:1983 and including the registered certification trade mark of the British Standards Institution; or
		(ii)	a seat belt designed for use by an adult which is a harness belt comprising a lap belt and shoulder straps which bears a British Standard mark or a mark including the specification number for the British Standard for Seat Belt Assemblies for Motor Vehicles, namely BS 3254:1960 or BS 3254:Part 1:1988 and including the registered certification trade mark of the British Standards Institution, or the marking designated in item 16 in Schedule 2 to the Approval Marks Regulations.
	(b)	in relation to the driver's seat or specified passenger's seat (if any) of a vehicle which has been specially designed and constructed, or specially adapted, for the use of a person suffering from some physical defect or disability, in a case where a disabled person's seat belt for an adult person is provided for use for that seat;
	(c)	to a vehicle to which regulation 3(6)(a) applies.
(6) Every seat belt provided in pursuance of paragraph (3) shall be properly secured to the anchorage points provided for it in accordance with regulation 3; or, in the case of a child restraint, to anchorages specially provided for it or, in the case of a disabled person's seat belt, secured to the vehicle or to the seat which is being occupied by the person wearing the belt.
(7) Paragraph (4), in so far as it relates to the second paragraph of paragraph 3.3.2 of the Annex there mentioned (which concerns the locking or releasing of a seat belt by a single movement) does not apply in respect of a seat belt fitted for-
	(a)	 a seat which is treated as a specified passenger's seat by virtue of the provisions of sub-paragraph (b) in the definition of "specified passenger's seat" in regulation 2(1); or
	(b)	any forward-facing seat for a passenger alongside the driver's seat of a goods vehicle which has an unladen weight of more than 0.915 tonne and has more than one such seat, any such seats being joined together in a single structure; or
	(c)	any seat (other than the driver's seat) fitted to a coach.
(8) Every seat belt, other than a disabled person's belt or a seat belt of a kind mentioned in paragraph (4)(c)(i) above, provided for any person to whom this regulation applies shall be legibly and permanently marked-
	(a)	if the vehicle was first used anywhere before 1st April 1981 or if a belt is a child restraint, with a British Standard mark or a designated approval mark; or
	(b)	if any other case, with a designated approval mark,
but this paragraph shall not operate so as to invalidate the exception permitted in paragraph (7).
[Order63.1.20s5]5	Maintenance of seat belts and anchorage points
(1) This regulation applies to-
	(a)	every seat belt with which a motor vehicle is required to be provided by regulation 4;
	(b)	every seat belt to which regulation 4(2) applies;
	(c)	the anchorages, fastenings adjusting device and retracting mechanism (if any) of every seat belt to which this regulation applies; and
	(d)	every anchorage with which a goods vehicle is required to be provided in accordance with regulation 46(5)(a).
(2) For the purposes of this regulation the anchorages and anchorage points of a seat belt shall, in the case of a seat which incorporates integral seat belt anchorages, include the system by which the seat assemble itself is secured to the vehicle structure.
(3) The anchorage points provided for seat belts shall be used only as anchorages for the seat belts for which they are intended to be used or capable of being used.
(4) Save as provided in paragraph (5) below-
	(a)	all load-bearing members of the vehicle structure or panelling within 30 centimetres of each anchorage point shall be maintained in a sound condition and free from serious corrosion, distortion or fracture;
	(b)	the adjusting device and (if fitted) the retracting mechanism of the seat belt shall be so maintained that the belt may be readily adjusted to the body of the wearer, either automatically or manually, according to the design of the device and (if fitted) the retracting mechanism;
	(c)	the seat belt and its anchorages, fastenings and adjusting device shall be maintained free from any obvious defect which would be likely to affect adversely the performance by the seat belt of the function of restraining the body of the wearer in the event of an accident to the vehicle;
	(d)	the buckle or other fastening of the seat belt shall-
		(i)	be so maintained that the belt can be readily fastened or unfastened;
		(ii)	be kept free from any temporary or permanent obstruction; and
		(iii)	except in the case of a disabled person's seat belt, be readily accessible to a person sitting in the seat for which the seat belt is provided;
	(e)	the webbing or other material which forms the seat belt shall be maintained free of cuts or other visible faults (as, for example, extensive fraying) which would likely to affect adversely the performance of the belt when under stress;
	(f)	the ends of every seat belt, other than a disabled person's seat belt shall, when the seat belt is being used for the purpose for them; and
	(g)	the ends of every disabled person's seat belt shall, when the seat belt is being used for the purpose for which it was designed and constructed, be securely fastened either to some part of the structure of the vehicle or to the seat which is being occupied by the person wearing the belt so that the body of the person wearing the belt would be restrained in the event of an accident to the vehicle.
(5) No requirement specified in paragraph (4) above applies if the vehicle is being used-
	(a)	on a journey after the start of which the requirement ceased to be complied with; or
	(b)	after the requirement ceased to be complied with and steps have been taken for such compliance to be restored with all reasonable expedition.
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